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Congratulations Dr. Juan Mejia 



Andres R. Jaimes 

Managing Editor 


Determination, passion and pride are some of 
the words to describe the new President, Branch 
Locations and TJC District Provost, Dr. Juan 
Mejia 

On March 29, in TJC's Board Meeting a few 
changes in the titles were made to our two biggest 
administrative positions. 

Dr. Mejia will now oversee all of the other 
TJC campuses across East Texas: TJC Rusk, TJC 
Jacksonville, TJC West in Tyler, TJC North in 
Lindale and TJCs Online Virtual Campus. 

But Dr. Mejia has been more than just an 
administrator for TJC and the hispanic students 
on this campus. 


Dr. Mejia was the first hispanic Vice- 
President of TJC, and also has worked in our Early 
College Program, that allows high school students 
to complete their Associate degree while in high 
school. Dr. Mejia also help TJC to offer their first 
Bachelor's degree. 

However, thats not all. Dr. Mejia enjoys 
TJC and all of its beauty in a way that cannot be 
described. 

Dr. Mejia is the perfect example that anything 
can be accomplished regardless of your native 
language, race, ethnicity. 

As a student, I was blessed with the 
opportunity to meet Dr. Mejia, and see him at 


work in different occasions, and the passion and 
ease that Dr. Mejia has to inspire many parents 
and students is something that cannot be matched. 

Dr. Mejia's humble personality also shines 
among others and that’s why in 2017, he was 
name the recipient of Nelson Administrative 
Leadership Award. This honor celebrates the 
importance of administrative leadership at Texas 
community colleges. 

We hope and are certain that Dr. Mejia will 
continue his hard work and will continue to be a 
inspiration for the Hispanic community, the TJC 
community, and the Texas community. 

Congratulations Dr. Juan Mejia. 
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Bryan Glasgow 

Digital Content Producer 


Chris Williams 

Apache Chiefs 


Hello, my name is Bryan Glasgow! I am 
The Drumbeat's Digital Content Producer! 
Most of my work goes into our broadcast. I 
organize and edit the broadcast and try to give 
some flare to scripts that our anchors read on 
air. They don’t always take to my choice of 
words, but I don't mind. I love writing and 
trying to find new and creative ways of flexing 
my muscles in the English language. 

Before you ask, no, I am not an English 
major. My area of study is in Radio and 
Television Broadcasting. My dream is to 
work in the filmmaking field. I have always 
loved the art of storytelling, even before I 
knew what is was. I am a strong believer in 
the idea that film is a projection of the human 
experience. 

Characters, events, and emotions as 
portrayed in films have a tendency to bear 
something that the audience can relate to. 
This became apparent to me when I was first 
exposed to The Lord of the Rings trilogy at 
the age of 5. The symbolism, the scope, and 
the raw emotional power those films carry 


have resonated with me even to this day. 

My interest in the production side of film 
was kindled when I was 15 years old, when my 
dad showed me 1984's The Terminator. The 
film's breakneck pace, cheesy special effects, 
even cheesier music, and general 80s aesthetic 
gave me a love for the look and feel of movies 
that were produced in that era. The movie is 
also a shining example of the great things you 
can pull off on a shoestring budget. Being a 
typical poor college student, I find this to be 
incredibly encouraging. 

Attending Tyler Junior College and 
working for The Drumbeat have helped me 
immensely in achieving my dreams. I have 
had incredible friends and professors alike 
that have taught me a lot in the fields of 
radio, television, and film. I also work with 
the broadcasting team at Green Acres Baptist 
Church, and volunteer as a camera operator 
during morning services. With so many great 
people and opportunities abound, the city of 
Tyler has without doubt been a wonderful 
home away from home. 


I believe that the Apache Chiefs make 
a genuine effort to connect with the TJC 
community. 

From t my point of view, I see the 
organization is in stride to become the 
premier organization at TJC because 
of its influence at every level of student 
involvement from new student orientation 
to campus service projects. 

The chiefs usher in entire generations 
tff new students making us the first example 
of the TJC hospitality that many will see. 
This means that we have to set the right first 
impression for every face that walks onto 
campus. We have achieved this through 
our purpose and past showings and I am 
confident that we will continue to prolong 
this commitment to TJC students in the 
future. 

Our first place showing at the National 
Orientation Directors association regional 
conference encouraged me to believe that 
we are capable of being not only one of 


the leading organizations on campus, but a 
leader nationally as well. 

We were able to stand our ground 
next to universities with larger student 
orientation teams and more financial 
maneuverability. 

I think that this is a showing to our 
own fierce fervor for ensuring that TJC is 
represented abroad. 

But beyond just awards, my day to day 
interaction amongst my co-Apache chiefs 
and TJC peers is the greatest sign of what I 
believe to be our impending success. 

Each day I encounter service minded 
individuals who are able to conduct 
themselves with empathy for the people 
they encounter. 

As Chiefs we try to approach all we 
meet with an open mind. Our goal is to 
extend ourselves to every single person who. 
needs that extra conversation throughout 
the what can be an apprehensive orientation 
process. 
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GET A TUTOR 


For questions or to schedule an appointment, call 903-510-2577 
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Additional copies may be purchased for 50 cents 
each by contacting the TJC journalism office. 
Newspaper theft is a crime. Those who violate 
the single copy rule may be subject to civil and 
criminal prosecution and/or subject to university 
discipline. 


The DrumBeat accepts advertising at the rate of 
$5 per column-inch. *To request a copy of The 
Drumbeat's advertising rate card with submission 
guidelines, policies and deadlines call 903-510- 
2299. 


CORRECTIONS P0UCY 

The DrumBeat strives to provide accurate 
information and welcomes comments, 
suggestions, and/or complaints about errors 
that warrant correction. Messages about news 
coverage can be e-mailed to news@thedrumbeat. 
com. Letters to the editor may be e-mailed to 
news@thedrumbeat.com, delivered to Potter 204 
or faxed to 903-510-3246. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Drumbeat invites its readers to share views 
by writing letters to the editor. All contributions 
will be edited for grammar, spelling, length (300 
words maximum), profanity and personal attacks. 


All letters must include the author’s name, address, 
telephone number and academic classification. 
Editors reserve the right to deny publication of any 
letter. Letters should be e-mailed to: 
news@thedrumbeat.com or brought to P204. 
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All rights reserved. The DrumBeat, the student 
newspaper of Tyler Junior College, is published 
by journalism students biweekly during the fall 
and spring terms except during holidays and final 
exams. The DrumBeat is a student publication and 
the opinions expressed herein are not necessarily 
those of the administration, faculty, staff or the 
adviser. 
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WELCOME TO ALPINE CREEK APARTMENTS 


Are you searching the Tyler area for the 
perfect place to call home? Alpine Creek 
is in fyler Texas on 17 m res of beautifyily 
landscaped grounds through the community: 
The community's garden style apartments 
are the perfect place to call home. You can 
choose from our spacious one, two, or three 
bedroom floor plans while surrounding 
yourself within our charming community 
situated in an award winning school district 


t he community’s interiors and exterior have 
recently been renovated and the existing 
facilities have been improved This includes 
our newly designed swimming pool as well 
as adding the following new amenities for 
your enjoyment: new state of the art dog 
park, children’s playground, a new office and 
b u s i n © s s c © n t e >: a n o u t d o o r b b g /k i t c h e n 
and fire pit, 
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Contact The DrumBeat Sports Editor Brianna 
Harmon with-questions, comments or concerns 
at nkenebre@email.tjc.edu. 
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TJC Baseball continues legacy 


Five-time national champions, TJC Baseball is “Players dont talk about the tradition or legacy 

enjoying its season. Coach Doug Wren bleeds the colors as much because, they already know the history of the 
black and gold. program,” Wren said. 

Wren is extremely proud of the baseball program.They Often times older players come back and get involved 

work hard for what they accomplish. “We are invested in with the programs activities, whether it be with camps, 
everything that we do. At the end of the day, we want the workouts or alumni games. This program will always be 
program to be different from every other program,” Wren home to these players. 

said. The season is almost over, but the games that the team 

Wren coached at Weatherford College in 2007 before . are looking forward to are against rivals Coastal Bend since 
becoming TJCs assistant coach from 2008-2009. From those will impact playoff hopes. But, as a humbled as this 
that he was named head coach in 2010. program is, they’ll treat every game with respect. 

The coaching staff and players really focus on the ' “Teams that have a sense of entitlement fall off and 
Nicholas Kenebrew mindset of taking things day to day. Every year people our guys have to have that earning mindset,”Wren said. 

Sport Editor expect them to make it back to the championship game, so The NJCAA Division 3 World Series will take place 

it’s better to think that way May 26-31 in Greeneville,Tennessee. TJC baseball hopes 

to add to their championship collection. 



Interesting 

Fact 


TJC Basbeball has 
the most consecutive 
title wins for Division 3 
in history with 4. 
2014,2015,2016,2017 



TJC BASEBALL,2017 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 


Photo courtesy of TJC athletics 
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STUDENT MEDIA 


Familiar 
faces. 
Fresh new 
spaces. 


SOUTHSIDE 

BANK’ 


Arts Festival offers events throughout April 


GUEESE IN FLIGHT Wise Auditorium will be the setting for the Art Fetivai. Look the the Gueese in Flight in the Wise Cultural Arts Center. 


Photo by Hannah Horton 


speak 

Contact The Drum Beat Student Life Editor 
Hannah Horton with questions, comments or 
concerns at hhorton2@email.tjc.edu 


competitions, and performances. 

Ah exhibit by The Amazing Hancock Brothers currently running in the Wise Auditorium 
Art Gallery. “They’re a couple of great Texas printmakers and contemporary artists,” said 
White. The exhibition will run through April 20. 

The Faculty and Staff Art Show is April 14. Art by faculty members - not just from the 
Art Department - will be on display in Vaughn Library. 

A new edition ofTJC’s arts journal, The Bell Tower, will be released during the festival. 
The Bell Tower is a student-driven publication. “During the Fall Semester, we have people 
submit their poetry, short stories, photographs, art pieces,” said White. “Then, the Visual 
Communications Department students do the layout and design.” At 2 p.m. on April 16, there 
will be a launch party for the latest edition of The Bell Tower in the Jenkins Art Lobby. 

Several events are scheduled for April 25, including the annual Thunderdome Art 
Competition. “That’s an art competition with only one winner,” explained White. All art 
students are encouraged to submit an original piece for the competition, which will take place 
at noon in the Jenkins courtyard. “It goes up against another piece, where we have a random 
jury select it out of the audience,” told White. “It either advances to the next round, or it’s 
lavishly destroyed by The Annihilator, which is typically a student in a Mexican wrestling 
mask.” 

The Amazing Hancock Brothers will attend the competition as special guests. Then, at 1 
p.m. in the Jenkins Art Lobby, they will give a printmaking demonstration. “They will show 
how they can make woodblock print T-shirts, and also do screen printing on various surfaces - 
on paper, and wood, and all kinds of stuff,” listed White. 

These are only a few of the many festival events scheduled. A full list can be found at tjc. 
edu/artsfest. White emphasized that most of these events are free to attend. 

“You can find the things that you’re interested in,” said White. “There’s always something 
for everyone, and, like Dr. Linda Gary says,‘It’s the best ticket in town.’And it’s right here.” 


You may have noticed-Southside Bank has a brand new look. 
We are updating to better serve you as a modern bank with a 
hometown touch. 


Of course, all the best parts of Southside are staying the same. 
Our experienced staff and convenient locations are still here to 
provide the friendly service you have come to expect from us. 


See what’s new at Southside. Stop by or visit southside.com to 
discover banking with a hometown touch 1 ? 




Member FDIC © 2017 Southside .Bank. All rights reserved. C1017P 


Hannah Horton 

Student Life Editor 


Tyler Junior College’s fourth annual Arts Festival is officially underway. Throughout the 
month of April, students, faculty, and the public can look forward to plenty of artistic events. 

According to Derrick White, TJC art professor and Art Department Chair, the festival 
was created to be a celebration of arts and culture. “It was an idea from Dr. Linda Gary, who’s 
Dean of Humanities, Communications, and Fine Arts,” explained White. “We highlight 
things that we’re doing here in the Art Department, things that are happening in the Dance 
Department, Speech and Theatre, Music, things that are going on at the Tyler Museum of Art 
- all the things that we re kind of already doing. We coordinate our calendars so that we can 
turn it into an Arts Festival.” 

The festival includes over 30 events throughout the month, including exhibits, 
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Patrick Smallwood 

“Persistence is key, and pursuing what you think is right.” 


For the last two semesters, Patrick 
Smallwood has been the President 
of Student Senate, passing different 
resolutions on his efforts to make TJC 
a better environment for the students. 
Smallwood, has also been had an 
internship in Washington D.C in the 
House of Representatives and the 
Senate. Smallwood graduates in May. 

Q; Patrick, you are the President 
of Student Senate, how has that 
experience been for you? 

A: Its been great, its been better 
than I thought it would be. It’s definitely 
been very busy, which I actually enjoy. 
Its has been a lot of stress, and its been 
a great balance, trying to balance Senate, 
school, other organizations that Im part 
of, so, its been interesting, I’ve had to 
become like a master multi-tasker but I 
think its been a success so far. 

Q: What is it about Senate that 
makes you want to keep going if it 
causes you so much stress? 

A: I just love it, I love government, 
I love the structure of different things, 
I think that especially here at TJC, 
our" structure between the students, 
the faculty and the administration, I 
just feel as though, we as students are 
essentially the customers, and I just love 
the communication that we can possibly 
have between, like I said, the students, 
the faculty and the administration to 
make it a better campus environment, 


and a better environment for academic 
success, I just think the voice of the 
students is so essential on that process. 

Q:As President of Student Senate, 
you won Student Leader ofYear within 
other institutions against their student 
government, how those a recognition 
like that makes you feel? 

A: So there are 13 junior colleges 
in our region, that participates in 
TJCSGA (Texas Junior College Student 
Government Association), which is 
basically student government, there is 
six regions in the state of Texas, and we 
are region three, and so, seven schools 
submitted an essay for the Student of 
the Year competition, and TJC was 
fortunate enough to win which, they 
chose me to do for their essay here, and 
I don’t know, it felt great, it’s definitely a 
pad on the back for the great work that 
we’re doing here, I think collectively, and 
I don’t know it felt good, and now going 
forward, that essay will be submitted 
for the state competition (in which he 
placed, second overall). 

Q: What are your strengths as a 
leader? 

A: I think the definition of 
leadership is really unlocking the 
potential in other people, so mainly, I’m 
kind of more of a developer, like in how 
different people can collaborate with 
each other, for a good end result and 
I think that’s a good quality to have, I 


definitely think I try to do that as much 
as I can, especially when you’re dealing 
with a lot of people at the same time, I 
think collaboration is essential in success, 
and no one person can do something by 
themselves, thats very evident in a lot of 
different organizations. 

Q: Tell me about your internship 
in Washington D.C., how did you find 
out about it? 

A: Well, the one that I did last year, 
I had a couple of friends in high school 
do it with Congressman Gohmert and 
I have a very favorable opinion of him 
and their time there, and I was very 
interested. Ever since the second grade 
I’ve been wanting to be President of 
the United States, so I’ve always been 
interested in government and the 
function of government, so why not? if 
these people can do it then why can’t I?, 
and I just went for it, and I contacted 
his office to figure out the process, I 
went through the entire process, which 
is pretty lengthy but they did get back 
to me, and the process was great, I had 
no problems at all, I was fortunate 
enough to be chosen and to. be able to 
do the internship for six weeks during 
the summer where I got to spend the 
entirety of that six weeks in Washington 
D.C., experiencing our government at 
work from his perspective, and I thought 
that was a great opportunity. 

For the complete Q&A, visit 
thedrumbeat.com 



ENJOYING THE AZALEAS Patrick Smallwood, President 
of Student Senate, enjoying our famous Azalea Garden., 
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PTK CELEBRATES 100TH ANNIVERSAY 



Vanesa Olvera 

Editor-In-Chief 

TJC’s Phi Theta Kappa will be heading to Kansas, Missouri 
to celebrate the organizations 100th year on April 18. They 
will be joining other PTK members from all over the world 
including Germany, Peru, and Canada. 

Phi Theta Kapa is an international honor society around 
the world that focuses on leadership, fellowship, scholarship, 
and community service. The organization works to get students 
ready to transfer to a four-year university when that time comes. 

James Loya, the chapter president, encourages students to 


join the organization to get a unique experience that can help 
students on their education journey. 

“We focus on fellowship, community service, scholarship, 
and leadership, those are the four core values of Phi Theta Kapa, 
to get you ready to transfer. We encourage students to join our 
organization to become leaders,” Loya said. 

TJC’s PTK recently brought home several awards at a 
Texas regional competition. 

The awards included distinguished officer team, Continued 
Excellence Award (one of Texas Top Chapters for 4 years), 
College Project Award of Merit, and Honors in District II 
Hall of Honor. Advisor Shannon Cross was recognized as 
a distinguished advisor, Advisor BJ Williams received the 


Horizon Award, and Advisor Gigi Delk received the Regional 
Coordinator’s Award for outstanding contributions to the 
Texas region. 

“You get to connect with other students, and the leadership 
skills to move on and keep being that at a higher level,” Loya 
said. 

PTK brings in recruiters from all over Texas to talk to 
students about what scholarships are available. 

“We like to take care of our grades but we also like to have 
fun,” Loya said. 

The organization will return from the International 
conference on April 22. 


TJC LEAVES A MARK ON COSTA RICA 
COSTA RICA LEAVES A MARK ON TJC 




Vanesa Olvera 

Editor-In-Chief 


This year marks the 10th year that TJC 
faculty and students will visit Costa Rica for 
the annual Student Service Project. It is a trip 
that leaves a mark on the students and faculty, 
as well as Costa Rica. 

Fifty years ago, Dr. Metke traveled to 
Costa- Rica for the first time as a volunteer. 
The trip has such a big impact on him that he 
decided to start a student service project after 
his return to TJC ten years ago. 

The project focuses *on helping out a 
less fortunate country. Some of the services 
include building schools, pavement, offering 


healthcare, and creating a park from the 
ground up. 

Dr. Manouchehr Khosrowshahi will be 
joining the group for the first time this year. 

“Fm looking forward to go see, because 
it has a reputation for biodiversity.... diversity 
and environment in Costa Rica is one of the 
unique cases in Latin America, its a peaceful 
nation. (We get to) experience the culture, 
learn about the language, see the beauty of the 
rainforest, see animals, and experience the sea, 
volcanoes,” Khosrowshahi said. 

The goal is for the group to meet the 
people in developing countries like Costa Rica. 
It gives them a chance to appreciate what they 
have in the United States, its a way to promote 
peace, compassion, and to prevent war. 

“It has a lot of impact. You never know 
how many good benefits may come out of it 
maybe not today, tomorrow, not next week but 
20, 30, 40 years later, these students will be 
leaders so the impact will come back and have 
a ripple effect on others,” Khosrowshahi said. 

Dr. Stephanie Eijsink, M.D. traveled to 
Costa Rica with the group once again last year. 


“Building a park, is not like it would be 
here in the United States. We had to plant 
these little tree’s, we had to make our own 
concrete to make the side walks... instead of 
a tape measure we used a piece of wood. It’s 
a very good hands on experience. When they 
were done they named it “Parque Teylor”...it 
was a wonderful experience” Eijsink said. 

The town they visit has a population of 
about 500 people. Every year they get the 
opportunity to see the same people who 
welcome them with just as much enthusiasm 
every time. 

“The people know us, so it’s like coming 
home. It’s like a family reunion every time.The 
same guy that takes us horseback riding tour, 
Isaias is his name, he always gives me my same 
horse. It’s a very familial experience,” Eijsink 
said. 

For three or four days the group focuses 
on building parks, painting buildings for 
the school, teaching the children English, 
educating on tobacco prevention, planting 
tree’s, fertilizing the rainforest, and making 
handicap ramps. 


Although Costa Rica is rich with soil 
and natural beauty, it lacks a lot of materials, 
education, and basic living necessities. 

“It’s a much lower level of material... 
Sometimes I wonder if their spiritual well¬ 
being far surpasses our own because they are so 
generous, say they have one chicken, they give 
us that one chicken for dinner,” Eijsink said. 

Both Dr. Khosrowshahi and Dr. Ejsink 
encourage any and all students to be a part of 
this project. They believe the experience is one 
that gives the students an opportunity to see 
the lower level of economic well-being and 
have them realize they can live with a lot less 
than they have. The trip makes students and 
faculty appreciate everything a lot more. 

“You come back knowing what abundance 
we have in this country, completely beyond 
what we need,” Eijsink said. 

All TJC students are eligible to be a part 
of this project. The group will travel from May 
14-23, 2018. Scholarships are available for all 
students. 
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 
1 row, column and 3-by-3 box includes aU digits 1 through 9. 


THEME: PERSONAL FITNESS 
ACROSS 

1. Inscribed pillar 
6. Strike caller 

9. MADD member, colloquially 

13. Conestoga vehicle 

14. Salt in cocina 

15. Caldecott award 

16. Lusitania destroyer 

17. School org. 

18. Idealized image 

19. *Glutes, e.g. 

21. "“Burnable unit 

23. Witch’s work 

24. What little piggy did 

25. Overall part 

28. “__ and shine!” ' 

30. Chew the fat 

35. Tactic_, cause of sore muscles 

37. Editors mark 

39. Nary a soul 

40. Be dependent 

41. Sort of warm 


43. Seed cover 

44. Capital near Casablanca 

46. Embarkation location 

47. Oates’ singing partner 

48. Second book of Old Testament 
50. Aphrodite’s son 

52. Nod 

53. Opposite of riches 

55. Fleur-de-_ 

57. "Wearable device 

61. Rhinitis or dermatitis 

65. Top scout 

66. Grade A item in grocery store 

68. Actress Davis 

69. Alley tom 

70. Ciao in the U.S. 

71. Finish 

72. Competitive group 

73. Ambulance crew 

74. Time between sets, pi. 


DOWN 
1. *Swim, swam, 


2. Not to be mentioned 

3. Prima donnas’problems 

4. Catfish’s cousin 

5. Deciduous horn 

6. UPS competitor 

7. "Yoga turf 

8. There’s none like home? 

9. Office communique 

10. Month before Nisan ' 

11. Balthasar and Gaspar 

12. Plant-derived home remedy 
15. “Paradise Lost” poet 

20. Be 

'22. Mandela’s org. 

24. Sentimental books and movies 

25. "Isometric strength training prop 

26. Mountaineer’s tool 

27. Baggins of the Shire 
29. Type of aerobics 

31. Genesis skipper 


32. Maraud 

33. Like a feeble old woman 

34. "“Dumb_and kettle 


36. Two of a kind 

38. Wedding cake layer 

42. Funny 

45. Ankara country 

49. Greek letters on campus 

51. *___Sneakers, senior workout 

programs 

54. Freshwater diving bird 

56. Rive Droite and Rive Gauche 
separator 

57. Tin SAT 

58. "“Resting heart_ 

59. Site ofTaj Mahal 

60. Chowder mollusc 

61. Def Leppard’s “Rock of__” 

62. Singer Stewart and actor Steiger 

63. Overabundance 

64. Puppy barks 

67. "“Fitness venue 
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